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Parks of Catalonia
Barcelona Provincial Council’s Natural Park Network
Castell de Montesquiu Park, Les Guilleries-Savassona Natural Area, El Montseny Natural Park,
Sant Llorenç del Munt i l’Obac Natural Park, El Montnegre i el Corredor Park, Serralada
Litoral Park, Serralada de Marina Park, Serra de Collserola Natural Park, El Baix Llobregat
Agrarian Park, El Garraf Park, Olèrdola Park and El Foix Park.
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In the late 19th century, shortly after the creation of the world’s
first national park – Yellowstone, in the United States – voices were
just starting to call for the protection of nature in Catalonia, one of
a number of projects that emerged from the country’s cultural and
political rebirth at the time.
Barcelona Provincial Council, which was heir to the initiatives of
the Mancomunitat de Catalunya (1914-1924), became a pioneering
authority in this field, as demonstrated by its protection of the
Montseny massif as early as 1928. In the 1970s, Barcelona Provincial
Council used urban planning legislation to create protected places and
set up a body to manage these sites. This policy, which gave rise to
the Natural Parks Network, has continued for 30 years and co-exists
alongside Parks of Catalonia.

In 1854, Chief Seattle, leader of the tribe of the Duwamish,
replied to an offer to purchase his lands made by Franklin
Pierce, President of the United States, by sending him
a marvellous letter that is regarded as one of the first
manifestations of the protection of nature.

It encourages public use of natural heritage.

“Humankind has not woven the web of life.
We are but one thread within it. Whatever we
do to the web, we do to ourselves.”

It works towards achieving balance between
the preservation of the parks and the economic
development of the area.
It protects the natural, agricultural, forestry,
cultural and landscape values of each park.
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It plans and manages natural and agricultural
areas through special plans drawn up with the
participation of all of the stakeholders.
Overall, it covers an area of 102,587 hectares,
divided among 100 municipalities. This represents 22% of Catalan territory where 70% of the
population of Catalonia lives.
It ensures the territorial and environmental
balance of municipalities within its geographical
scope.

Barcelona Provincial Council’s Natural Park Network
consists of 12 natural areas of significant landscape,
environmental and cultural value.

Natural Park Network
Making the most of it

Living and evolving spaces

Doing so will be easy, whether you decide on the spur of the
moment to go for a walk or whether you are planning a stay full
of programmed activities

Discover enduring testimony of the presence of humankind
Wherever you look, the landscape provides evidence of the
labours of generations, who have kept it the way we see it today.

The Natural Parks Network offers a series of spaces and
amenities for users to find out everything they need to
know and what is on offer.

Protected spaces do not stop their evolution
but advance hand in hand with it. They are
inhabited, dynamic places, the enduring
testimony of activities pursued by humans,
who have succeeded in preserving the balance
between protecting a landscape that is highly
valued by society and economic improvements
for the people who reside there.

The Natural Parks Network has a number
of strategically located information and
documentation centres, signposted trails
and guided routes, museums and temporary
exhibitions, educational and cultural facilities,
hostels, rural tourist accommodation, leisure and
camping areas, publications and audio-visual
material, as well as courses, workshops and
eco-stays, all intended to help visitors enjoy,
discover and respect the natural environment.
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We travel without disturbing the environment; that hidden spot is
waiting patiently

Twelve protected spaces: every place and period of the year,
a special universe

Discovering to discover oneself

Sign of diversity
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Nature has to be experienced: he who only sees it can
spend a lifetime analysing plants and animals, believing
he is describing a nature that nevertheless remains alien
to him (A. Von Humboldt, German geographer, 1810).

In every season of the year and in every place, nature and
culture present their various charms.
From the arid slopes of the Garraf, with its cliffs of
bare rock, to the wetter areas of the gullies of the
Montnegre, where we find vigorous and delicate
flora and fauna, or to the summits and ridges of
the Montseny, lashed by wind and snow, the parks
in the Network make up a catalogue of life and
culture of extraordinary variety.

Nature lovers and historians, athletes,
families, walkers and the curious will find
paths and tracks that will enable them to
make their own discovery.
Whether we visit new places or return to
those we are already familiar with, we will
always be able to find that spot where we
can experience the sensations offered by
nature. A nature near at hand and within
everyone’s reach.

Castles, farmhouses, shrines and springs, lime
and tar kilns, icehouses and snow pits, dry-stone
walls and shacks, festivals and gatherings are all
evidence of humankind’s longstanding dialogue
with our surroundings. This age-old relationship
has shaped the diversity of the landscapes in these
twelve natural spaces, which have succeeded in
preserving the wealth of their cultural heritage.
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areas through special plans drawn up with the
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Overall, it covers an area of 102,587 hectares,
divided among 100 municipalities. This represents 22% of Catalan territory where 70% of the
population of Catalonia lives.
It ensures the territorial and environmental
balance of municipalities within its geographical
scope.

Barcelona Provincial Council’s Natural Park Network
consists of 12 natural areas of significant landscape,
environmental and cultural value.
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labours of generations, who have kept it the way we see it today.
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Discovering to discover oneself

Twelve protected spaces: every place and period of the year,
a special universe

We travel without disturbing the environment; that hidden spot is
waiting patiently

In every season of the year and in every place, nature and
culture present their various charms.

Nature has to be experienced: he who only sees it can
spend a lifetime analysing plants and animals, believing
he is describing a nature that nevertheless remains alien
to him (A. Von Humboldt, German geographer, 1810).

From the arid slopes of the Garraf, with its cliffs of
bare rock, to the wetter areas of the gullies of the
Montnegre, where we find vigorous and delicate
flora and fauna, or to the summits and ridges of
the Montseny, lashed by wind and snow, the parks
in the Network make up a catalogue of life and
culture of extraordinary variety.
Castles, farmhouses, shrines and springs, lime
and tar kilns, icehouses and snow pits, dry-stone
walls and shacks, festivals and gatherings are all
evidence of humankind’s longstanding dialogue
with our surroundings. This age-old relationship
has shaped the diversity of the landscapes in these
twelve natural spaces, which have succeeded in
preserving the wealth of their cultural heritage.

The Natural Parks Network has a number
of strategically located information and
documentation centres, signposted trails
and guided routes, museums and temporary
exhibitions, educational and cultural facilities,
hostels, rural tourist accommodation, leisure and
camping areas, publications and audio-visual
material, as well as courses, workshops and
eco-stays, all intended to help visitors enjoy,
discover and respect the natural environment.

Nature lovers and historians, athletes,
families, walkers and the curious will find
paths and tracks that will enable them to
make their own discovery.
Whether we visit new places or return to
those we are already familiar with, we will
always be able to find that spot where we
can experience the sensations offered by
nature. A nature near at hand and within
everyone’s reach.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Tel. (+34) 934 727 600
p.montesquiu@diba.cat

MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

Neolithic dolmens, Iberian remains and
medieval churches are scattered around a
landscape edged by fields of crops, forests
and farmhouses. Between them, they tell
us small private stories and speak to us of
collective survival.

Date established: 1989
Protected area: 15,010 ha
FURTHER INFORMATION

Tel. (+34) 938 679 452
p.montnegre@diba.cat

Les Guilleries-Savassona
Natural Area

C-1

FURTHER INFORMATION

Tel. (+34) 933 956 336
p.smarina@diba.cat
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Natural Park Network
Specially protected natural areas managed
by Barcelona Provincial Council or through
a consortium

Specially protected natural areas managed
by the Government of Catalonia or through
a consortium

A massif with a dramatic appearance.
An immense, stark fortress stands out
against a backdrop of pine and holm oak
forests. The Romanesque monastery, like a
stone giant, looks out towards the horizon
of time.
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Serra de Collserola
Natural Park

FURTHER INFORMATION

Tel. (+34) 937 540 024
p.slitoral@diba.cat

The mild climate and the privileged location,
high up between the sea and inland areas,
were known back in distant times. Enduring
testimony of this is provided by the many
impressive edifices here, such as dolmens,
castles and farmhouses.

12

Repose and leisure in the great capital. Its highest point, Tibidabo,
has one foot in the city and the other on the mountain.

MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

Date established: 1986
Protected area: 8,295 ha
FURTHER INFORMATION

Tel. (+34) 932 803 552
ci@parccollserola.net

An essential natural space that is extremely
useful: the lung, school and leisure of
all the cities around it. It has succeeded
in preserving the essence of its natural
and cultural values and has earned the
appreciation of everyone who visits it.

Olèrdola is a natural observation point
crowned by a collection of buildings
encircled by walls built by the various
peoples who have lived here. At the top is
the Church of Sant Miquel, the main part of
which appears in 12th-century documents.

El Foix
Park

There is a wealth of cultural heritage in a rich mosaic of different
settings around the Foix Reservoir.
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Date established: 1992
Area of the site of natural
interest: 7,408.24 ha

Date established: 1992
Protected area: 608 ha

Tel. (+34) 935 971 819
p.garraf@diba.cat

Woodland and fields beside the sea. Mediterranean plantlife
in a natural environment full of hidden springs and dolmens.

MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

FURTHER INFORMATION

Vilanova
i la Geltrú

Serralada Litoral
Park
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Tel. (+34) 938 318 350
p.santllorenc@diba.cat
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On a clear blue day, up at the church of the monastery built
in the 11th century, silence will immerse you in the landscape.

Date established: 1972
Protected area: 13,691 ha
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Sant Llorenç del Munt i l’Obac
Natural Park

MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES
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Iberians, Romans and medieval peoples have left their mark on
this landscape of crops and woodland.
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The rocks have created an exotic landscape
here. Pit caves, sinkholes and limestone
pavements are scattered about below
the particular plantlife here, notably the
palmetto. Between the small villages in the
park are dry-stone shacks and farmhouses.
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With its declared world heritage, this
vast mosaic of Mediterranean and
Central-European landscapes has for
years fired the minds of the most brilliant
artists and scientists in the country.
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Parc Natural
del Montseny
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Parc Natural de
la Muntanya de
Montserrat

Nature at its freshest and in all its finery. A million spots where
you will find fun, inspiration or simply peace of mind.

Tel. (+34) 938 475 102
p.montseny@diba.cat

Date established: 1986
Protected area: 12,377 ha

C-25

en
C-

A-2

FURTHER INFORMATION

© Iñaki Relanzón

arre
a G
av
Rier

© Iñaki Relanzón

2

Espai Natural de les
Guilleries-Savassona

C-25

Biosphere Reserve

Date established: 1977
Protected area: 31,064 ha
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El Montseny Natural Park
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Wild and arid in appearance, its crumpled rocky landscape
makes its way inland from the seashore.
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Tel. (+34) 938 847 888
en.guilleries@diba.cat
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FURTHER INFORMATION

The force of nature predominates in this
space, despite the surprising wealth
of human heritage to be found here.
Farmhouses, castles, shrines, churches
and monasteries all vie for the attention
of the awestruck visitor.
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Date established: 1998
Protected area: 8,375 ha

El Garraf
Park

Estany
de Banyoles
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MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES
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Tel. (+34) 933 788 190
parcagrari@diba.cat

Situated in the very heart of the most
densely-populated area of Catalonia, in
the lower valley and delta of the Llobregat
River, the park and its agricultural land are
regarded as an investment for the future
that helps to improve citizens’ quality of life.

7

Parc del Castell
de Montesquiu
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FURTHER INFORMATION
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Berga

Date established: 1998
Protected area: 3,348 ha
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Extensive forests and dizzyingly high cliffs overlook the blue
waters of the Sau Reservoir.

An unusual fertile and unique place. Outstanding heritage where
agricultural use of the land is preserved and promoted.
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Despite human pressure, the park retains its
characteristic flora and fauna.
Leisure and education are the most beneficial
aspects of a space that has managed to
combine nature and its historical heritage.

Date established: 1996
Protected area: 2,086 ha

Parc Natural del
Cadí-Moixeró
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This fortified castle, with a history that
begins in the 10th century, is the centre of
this space surrounded by oak and Scotch
pine forests. It hosts interesting exhibitions
and is used as a cultural amenity and
convention centre.

A protected natural environment surrounded by civilisation where
the human landscape makes its way up the mountain.

El Baix Llobregat
Agrarian Park
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Date established: 1986
Protected area: 546 ha
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MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

Serralada de Marina
Park
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Between the seashore and inland areas, beneath the shade of
dense woodland, evidence of ancient uses of the forest.
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The journey back to the past begins as soon as you enter it,
surrounded by an impressive mountainous landscape.

El Montnegre i el Corredor
Park
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Castell de Montesquiu
Park
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MAIN FACTS AND FIGURES

Date established: 1993
Protected area: 3,157 ha
FURTHER INFORMATION

Tel. (+34) 977 670 169
p.foix@diba.cat

One of the few wetlands in the county
of Penedès, which was of tremendous
strategic importance during the Middle
Ages, as demonstrated by the impressive
architectural legacy of the castles of
Penyafort and Castellet.

